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Eschatology?Indexes. The Concluding Volume of the Series on Dog 
matic Theology. By the Rev. Francis J. Hall, D.D. New York: Long 

mans, Green, and Co. 1922. Pp. xiii, 318. 

This is the tenth and last volume of a really monumental work of 

Theology on which Dr. Hall has been engaged for over thirty-five 

years. This volume treats of a subject which in one way or another 

is occupying much of the public mind to-clay. The book is 

very timely and ought to arouse much interest. While it treats 

of matters of which assured knowledge is comparatively slight, it 

is written modestly and fearlessly and draws the line quite clearly 
between reasonable deductions and mere 

speculative opinions. 

Eschatology, in theological nomenclature, treats of death and 

matters pertaining to the life after death, including, therefore, 

immortality, death and its significance and effect on the soul, 

probation, state and conditions of the departed, the perfection 
of souls, communion of saints and communion with the dead, 
the second Advent, the miilenium, the resurrection, the last 

Judgment, future punishment, the mystery of life and the glo 
rious Consummation. 

These subjects are discussed with the fulness, reverence and 

modesty which characterize the sincere scholar and the devout 

mind, the whole book forming a most interesting, instructive and 

really helpful treatment of these great and momentous subjects. 
The book is remarkably free from technicalities and abstruse 

discussion ; it is conceived in a large and tolerant spirit which 

will commend it to every thoughtful mind, and is written in the 

author's customary good English and careful style. The Indexes, 

Bibliographical and Subject, add greatly to the value and use 

fulness of the book. Its small price is not its least commenda 

tion. C L. Wells. 

The Causes of the War of Independence : Being the First Vol 
ume of the History of the Founding of the American Republic. By 
Claude H. Van Tyne. Boston : Houghton Mifflin Company. 1922. Pp. 498. 

As Professor C. M. Andrews has said in the American Histori 
cal Revieiv for October, 1914, American writers, up to quite 
recently, did not concern themselves with the Colonial period of 
our history as such, but rather with the Colonial antecedents of 
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our later national history. And he added: "The period before 

1783 has been construed as merely an ante-chamber to the 

great hall of our national development." This biassed and one 

sided attitude of the investigators has been, of course, handed 
on down to the text-book writers, and thus American readers 

and students had missed the cardinal fact of our history before 

1776. This central fact is that the thirteen colonies were not 

self-sufficing, nor isolated, nor independent units of government, 
but members of a world-wide British empire ruled by political 
and economic theories, which, short-sighted as they nowadays 

may seem, were the most progressive known to that day and 

generation. 

Professor Van Tyne is one of that new school, comprising 

Beer, Andrews, Alvord, Schlesinger and others, who have in the 

last quarter of a century remodelled the teaching of American 

colonial history. His admirable book, the Loyalists in the Amer 

ican Revolution, is the standard work in that field. The volume 

here under review is the first of a series of three on the found 

ing of the American Republic. It takes up the causes of the 

Revolution and brings the story down to the Lexington fight. 
The second volume will be devoted to the war for independence, 
and the third volume will deal with the failure of the Confedera 

tion and the making of the Constitution. 

Professor Van Tyne would hardly claim, in this ?rst volume at 

any rate, to have carried the investigations of his predecessors 

any further in the field. The author shows, however, a complete 

mastery of the most recent specialist and monographic litera 

ture of his subject. But the most pleasing feature of the work 

is the fluent style and the literary breadth of view of the writer 

which impart readableness and interest to what he has to say. 
In enumerating the causes of the American Revolution, Pro 

fessor Van Tyne very rightly lays stress on these two as para 
mount: First, that under the influence of the frontier, the 

English in America had become in temperament, psychology, 
and in social and intellectual life, quite another nation from the 

English in Great Britain, and therefore found any restraint, how 

ever wholesome for the common interest of the empire, unendur 

able. Second, that the Americans were led to rebel, not by 
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reason of any political or economic oppression, but rather 

through excess of freedom which enabled them to run on 

ahead of political advance in the mother country. 
We shall await with interest the author's second volume em 

bracing the Revolutionary War. This period is, indeed, Profes 

sor Van Tyne's chosen field, and we predict that he will produce 
a book hardly inferior in literary charm to Sir George Otto 

Trevelyan's American Revolution. 

S. L. Ware. 

University of the South. 

Cycles of Prosperity and Depression in the United States, Great 

Britian and Germany: A Study of Monthly Data, 1902-08. By Alvin 

Harvey Hansen. Madison: University of Wisconsin Studies in the Social 

Sciences and History. 1921. Pp.112. 

Not the greatest, but one of the most obvious, curses of our 

present economic life is the recurrence of cycles of depression 
and excessive constructional activity which so largely defeat the 

human will to labor, and the human need to subsist from the 

products of labor steadily and efficiently applied upon the world's 

resources. In recent years panics, the acutest phase of industrial 

crises, have been abolished in all progressive countries by well 

thought reforms in their financial arrangements, as our Federal 

Reserve system prevented any panic in 1920, and this success 

offers good hope that by study, science and wise control of 

finances, the whole cyclical evil may become as unknown as it 

was before the Industrial Revolution. 

A painstaking and scientifically useful study of the evil has 

been made by Professor Hansen, upon twenty-three series of 

criteria of business conditions, month by month for a seven 

year period, with intelligent working out of many correlations 

and charts, all useful for further studies as well as for present 
illumination. 

Professor Hansen holds that banking conditions (cash reserves, 

etc.) are the precursors and starters of the whole cycle, and should 

be described as coming first. Twelve months later, on the whole, 
than the banking wave, in the period studied, come the crest 

and troughs of the wave of Investment criteria, such as prices 
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